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Module 3: Skills Practice
Participant A
1. Tony

Time lapse: A couple months later

Recap:  You have returned today for syphilis follow-up.  
Your provider has talked with you about the importance of contacting all of your sex and needle-sharing partners. You rarely use injection drugs but have at some parties. During the physical portion of the exam, you mentioned to your provider that you have been thinking about a former partner, someone from 2-3 years ago. You have recently questioned whether or not he too is infected. This has come up for you because of the syphilis infection and a mutual acquaintance mentioned this former partner over conversation last week.

· Tell your provider that you understand the need to tell your former partner he has been exposed to HIV.

· Ask your provider if this partner should be examined for syphilis.

· Tell your provider you don’t want to have to face this partner, but are still concerned about him.

· Listen to the provider discuss the Provider Referral option.

· Ask a couple of questions about exactly how the health department could talk with your former partner.

· Ask again if your name has to be mentioned to the partner. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2. Yelena’s Health Care Provider

Time lapse: 1 week later

Recap: Yelena is a 34-year-old female who tested positive for HIV 3 years ago; she has been in your care for about 2 months; she was seen for a yeast infection; and, then was referred last week for a syphilis work-up.  
She had no symptoms of syphilis but you treated her with an injection of 2.4 mu of Benzathine Penicillin G as a precaution and told her to return for her test results.  Her test results were positive for syphilis.  At an earlier appointment with you, she shared she has a history of injection drug use and, while she is trying to quit using, has had a slip and had sex with another partner as well as her boyfriend, Tony.  Your session is winding down.  You will now turn your attention to partner services.

· Reinforce the importance of contacting all partners who may have been exposed to syphilis as well as HIV.

· Make the transition to the subject of partners.

· Discuss the Provider Referral Option.

· [image: image1.png]Explain how the health department can assist with the notification of partners and can provide linkages to other services.
Module 3: Skills Practice
Participant B

1. Tony’s Health Care Provider
Time lapse: A couple months later
Recap: Your patient, Tony, is a 40-year-old HIV+ male who has been in your care for the past 2 years.  
In your last session, he reluctantly agreed to talk with a disease intervention specialist (DIS) to contact his male partners and his steady female partner. He has returned today to receive follow-up for secondary syphilis. During the physical portion of today’s exam, Tony mentioned that he has been thinking about a former partner, someone from 2-3 years ago. Tony was concerned whether or not his former partner was also infected.  This has come up for him because you have advised him that his partners must be contacted so they can be tested for syphilis and treated, if necessary; that all of his partners should receive notice that they have been exposed to HIV; and, a mutual acquaintance mentioned this former partner over conversation last week.  As the session is closing, you turn your attention to partner services.

· Reinforce the importance of contacting all partners who may have been exposed to syphilis as well as HIV.
· Make the transition to the subject of this former partner.
· Discuss the Provider Referral Option.
· Explain how the health department can assist with the notification of this partner and any other partners and how linkages to other services can be provided.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2. Yelena

Time lapse: 1 week later

Recap: You are Yelena, a 34-year-old female who tested positive for HIV 3 years ago.  You have been seeing this particular provider for about 3 months and are developing a trusting relationship. Last week, you were treated for syphilis and are returning to get your test results. 
Your provider tells you that your test for syphilis was positive. You’ve already told this provider that you have a history of injection drug use and that you’ve slipped and had sex with someone other than Tony. The truth is you’ve had many slips and have had sex with multiple partners to score more drugs. Your session is nearing an end, when the provider asks how you feel about any new or former partners being told they may have been exposed to syphilis and HIV. You are willing to discuss this.
· Tell the provider you are worried about your steady partner and one other man, who is both your sex and injecting partner. You understand the benefit of telling your steady partner, but are confused about the need to contact your other partner(s). If you feel confident, tell your provider about the other partners.  

· Listen to the provider discuss the Provider Referral option.
· Ask your provider how the health department could be of assistance and what they might say to your partners. Ask if they will reveal your identity.

