
FOCUS GROUP GUIDE

Facilitator’s Instructions

Welcome Participants
· Introduce yourself

· Thank them for their participation in the group

· Distribute and review consent forms
· Discuss payment (if participants will receive a monetary incentive)

· Ask participants to complete name tents or tags with any desired name

Provide a Summary of POL Intervention

Popular Opinion Leader is a community-level HIV prevention intervention designed to help members of an identified social network feel comfortable making the decision to avoid high-risk behaviors and to help change the social norms of this network through the endorsement of risk reduction norms by key individuals known as opinion leaders. Opinion leaders are individuals who are identified as popular, well-liked, and trusted individuals among friendship groups within a given social network. Opinion leaders help change social norms by endorsing risk reduction activities in conversations with their friends and peers. Be sure to define social networks and friendship groups and identify the specific networks and groups your intervention will target.

Explain Focus Group Purpose

· Identify ways to improve marketing devices/materials (e.g., project logo) used to promote risk reduction norms and support implementation of POL activities.

· Gather information to guide development and planning of intervention activities for targeted social networks and their friendship groups. 

Explain Focus Group Process

· Focused discussion on participants’ perceptions and opinions regarding the utility of marketing devices/materials and ways to improve them for increased effectiveness 

· Facilitator asks questions to the group regarding marketing devices/materials, clarifies terms, and summarizes 

· Recorder takes notes, but does not directly participate in the group

· If the process will be audiotaped, explain that focus group will be recorded on an audiotape and that it will be erased after the information has been compiled

Establish Ground Rules

· One person speaks at a time

· Speak loudly and clearly

· Respect confidentiality of the group

· Free to leave at any time if needed
Questions
Opening Question (Round Robin)
1. Tell us the name that you would like to be called, and how long you have lived and/or worked in the target intervention community.

Introductory Questions
2. From your observations and experiences, why do you think members of the friendship groups within the target social network are becoming infected with HIV?

3. What activities, behaviors, or conditions put these individuals at risk?

4. What do you think are the beliefs, attitudes, and/or social norms that influence the activities, behaviors, or conditions that put these individuals at risk?

5. How do you think members of the friendship groups within the target social network would feel about having an HIV prevention program targeting them in this community?

Transition Questions
6. How do you think members of the friendship groups within the target social network would feel about the endorsement of risk reduction norms through conversations with the friends and peers?

7. How do you think members of the friendship groups within the target social network would feel about credible, well-liked, popular, and respected friends or opinion leaders talking with them about risk reduction strategies they themselves engage in and support? 

Key Questions
8. Do you think that the proposed logos or symbols that will be used as a part of POL’s implementation activities would serve as effective “conversation starters” for opinion leaders to conduct risk reduction conversations with friends or as intervention marketing devices?

a. If yes, why? If not, why not?

9. What are ways in which the proposed logos or symbols that will be used as “conversation starters” or as marketing devices can be improved in order to increase their cultural appropriateness, effectiveness, utility, and visibility among members of the friendship groups within the target social network? 
Closing Question
10. What are other suggested strategies for increasing the visibility of POL and changing current social norms, which influence behaviors that put members of the friendship groups within the target social network at risk for HIV?
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