
COMMUNITY OBSERVATION GUIDE

	Name of social venue or context: _____________________________
	Date: ____/____/____

	Observation start time: ____:____ a.m. /p.m.
	Observation end time: ____:____ a.m. /p.m.

	Venue/context points of contact (Gatekeepers)_______________________________________

	Address (if applicable):__________________________________________________________

	Description of venue or context: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Times and dates members of friendship groups accessed the venue or context:
	_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Total number of people accessing venue or context: 

	Gender:

____ Male

____ Female

____ Transgender: Male to Female

____ Transgender: Female to Male


	Ethnicity:

____ Hispanic or Latino

____ Not Hispanic or Latino

____ Don’t Know

	Race:
____ American Indian or Alaska Native

____ Asian

____ Black or African American

____ Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander

____ White

____ Don’t Know
	Age:

____ 12 or younger
____ 13–18 years

____ 19–24 years

____ 25–34 years

____ 35–44 years

____ 45 years and older
____ Don’t Know


	Friendship groups accessing venue or context

	Number of Friendship Groups/Social Networks:
	___________

	Descriptions (names) of friendship groups 
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Description of gatekeepers/key contacts
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Observation Notes: 
Here is where you write “what” you observe. Record your detailed observations, in light of the major objectives or purposes of your investigation. For example, Who is present? Who talks to whom? What are the subgroups or cliques in which they socialize? Why do they socialize in the patterns and groups that they socialize in? What characteristics describe the groups or cliques (e.g., popular/unpopular; trusted/not trusted)? Who are the “popular opinion leaders” in each friendship? Are there “gatekeepers” in the venues and groups?
Theoretical Notes: 
Here you strive to explain: “why?” Record your conceptual and analytic thoughts here. Make sure they are grounded in your observations. For example, write notes here concerning how you conceive the social basis of the friendship groups so it is clear how members relate to one another. Is there something of interest or concern that unifies each group and could be used to help promote a risk reduction norm among them? What is the basis for each friendship group and what evidence supports this? Similarly, record your notes of how you are defining POLs based on your observations and study. Why do they socialize in the patterns and groups that they socialize in? What makes them potential POLs for the given friendship group?

Methodological Notes: 
Here you strive to document “how?” Record notes here concerning suitable and useful methods and your ideas (based on your observations) on suitable methods for estimating and identifying POLs within each friendship group. Be sure to also record notes on suitable strategies for using POLs to deliver risk reduction messages to members of the friendship groups in the given context. Based on the “theory” of the friendship groups you have observed and described, how can you best access these groups and individuals?
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