
FOCUS GROUP GUIDE*

* 
Additional information about conducting focus groups can be found in the Evaluation Capacity Building Guide
Facilitator’s Introduction

Welcome Participants

· Introduce yourself

· Thank them for their participation in the group

· Distribute and review consent form

· Discuss payment (if participants will receive a stipend)

· Ask participants to complete name tents or tags with any desired name

Explain Purpose of Focus Group

· Gain a better understanding of the community’s perceptions of concerns and priorities

· Gather information about the community to guide the planning and implementation of prevention activities

Explain Focus Group Process

· Focused discussion about a particular topic

· Facilitator asks questions to the group, clarifies terms, and summarizes 

· Recorder takes notes, but does not directly participate in the group

· Participants discuss the topics 

· If the process will be audiotaped, explain that focus group will be recorded on an audiotape and that it will be erased after the information has been compiled

Establish Ground Rules

· One person speaks at a time

· Speak loudly and clearly

· Respect confidentiality of the group

· Free to leave at any time if needed

Questions

Opening Question (Round Robin)

1. Tell us the name that you would like to be called and how long you have lived in this community.

2. What do you like about living in this community?

Introductory Questions

3. From your observations and experiences, what are the major problems in the community?

4. Is HIV viewed as a major problem in the community? How does HIV infection compare to other problems?

5. How do you think community members would feel about having an HIV prevention program in the community?

Transition Questions

6. Do you believe the community has a role or any responsibility in HIV prevention?

a. If yes, what do you consider to be the role of the community in HIV prevention? Are there specific businesses or organizations that you think can or should be involved?

b. If no, why don’t you think the community has a responsibility in HIV prevention?

7. What would it take to encourage community members to get involved in an HIV program?

Key Questions

8. a. 
Why do you think people in the community are becoming infected with HIV? 


b.
What activities, behaviors, or conditions put individuals at risk?

9. a.
Where are the best places to reach people with HIV prevention messages? 


b.
What do you think are the best ways to reach at-risk individuals in your community?

10. a.
 What do people think about condom use?


b.
 Do people even think about using condoms? Why or why not?


c. 
What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of using condoms?


d. 
Are condoms easy to get in your community?

11. a. 
How do people feel about HIV testing?

b.
Where do people go to get tested?


c.
Why don’t some people get tested?


d.
What would make it easier to get tested?

Ending Question

12. What do you think is the most important factor in decreasing HIV infection in your community?
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