
COMMUNITY OBSERVATION FORM 

	Instructions

	Observe community members and their interactions for 10-30 minutes at a specific setting in the targeted community. Complete a form for EACH location.


Staff name: _________________________           
Staff ID: _______________

Date of the observation: ____ / ____ / ______

Start time: _______________
a.m./p.m.

End time: _______________
a.m./p.m.
Interview Site/Setting
· Street/hangout (specify: ________________)

· Business (specify: ________________)

· Church/religious institution (specify: ________________)

· Agency (specify: ________________)

· Clinic/healthcare facility (specify: ________________)

· Bar/club (specify: ________________)

· Residence (specify: ________________)

· Community event (specify: ________________)

· Other (specify: ________________)

	Vehicle Traffic in Area

	( Light
	( Moderate
	( Heavy

	Gender
· Male

· Female

· Transgender: male to female

· Transgender: female to male

· Don’t know
	Age
· 12 or below

· 13–18 years

· 19–24 years

· 25–34 years

· 35–44 years

· 45 years and over

· Don’t know

	Race
· American Indian or Alaska Native

· Asian

· Black or African-American
	· Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander

· White

· Don’t know


	Ethnicity

	· Hispanic or Latino
	· Not Hispanic or Latino
	· Don’t know


Observation Notes
1. Describe what the people are doing (e.g., sitting, talking, playing checkers, buying condoms, exchanging money for drugs).

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Describe the attitudes you observe (e.g., relaxed, stressed, happy, anxious).

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What languages do you hear the community members speak?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Describe the setting itself (e.g., Residential or commercial? If residential, what type of setting is it? If commercial, what types of businesses or service agencies are in the area?).

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Other observations:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
After the Observation
In your opinion (i.e., the observer’s opinion), what methods would you use to reach people here?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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