Informed Consent Form and Ground Rules
Many Men, Many Voices is a six-session (with an optional seventh session), group-level HIV/STD prevention model for black MSM. The model addresses behavioral influencing factors specific to black MSM, including cultural/social norms, sexual relationship dynamics, and the social influences of racism and homophobia, and responds to increased sexual risk taking and increases in HIV/STD across the United States (Morin et al., 2003; McFarland et al., 2004). The sessions aim to foster positive self-image, educate participants about their HIV/STD risks, and teach risk reduction and partner communication skills. If you agree to participate in this program, here are the things you should know:

· Your participation is voluntary.

· You may choose to leave any group session at any time for any reason with no penalty or consequence. 

· Each group session will consist of 6–12 participants.
· You can choose not to answer any question at any time for any reason.
· You will not be asked any questions about your personal health.

· To protect your privacy, your name and answers to these questions will be treated in a confidential manner unless otherwise required by law.
· Your participation in these sessions poses few, if any, risks to you. You can choose not to answer any question for any reason.

· You may leave a session at any time for any reason. If you decide not to join, or to drop out later, you will lose no health care that you may expect apart from this program.

Ground Rules and Participant Guidelines
There are six guidelines that each of us must follow during this workshop:

· First, all that is said in the workshop is confidential! That means what we say here must not be repeated to anyone who is not in this workshop, even if the person is a participant in other program-held functions, groups, or workshops.

· Second, we do not judge or criticize anything we hear someone else say in the workshop, even if we disagree with him. Everyone is entitled to his opinion on how he feels, thinks, or acts.

· Third, we do not want you to censor what you are thinking. Feel free to say whatever is on your mind because that is the only way we can help each other understand and use the information we share here. Remember—no one here will judge or criticize what you say.

· Fourth, we understand that this workshop is not meant to be a place to work on romantic relationships. What goes on outside of this workshop is up to the individuals, but please respect this important guideline while you participate in this workshop.

· Fifth, we must follow the time schedule of the workshop. Even if you are enjoying the activities during any part of a session, we must stop and go on to the next activity when we ask the group to do so. This is required in order for us to finish all the sessions and cover the material. Thoughts or ideas that can’t be discussed during the session will be put in the “Treasure Chest.” During Session 7, the Treasure Chest will be opened for more discussion of these related issues.

· Last, but not least, we should all have fun and enjoy this workshop.

Contact Information:
If you have questions about the program, please contact 
(FACILITATOR NAME)


(FACILITATOR PHONE NUMBER)
Please sign below to indicate that you have read the above, agree to take part in this program/intervention, and agree to adhere to the ground rules/participant guidelines.

	Please print your name:
	

	Please sign your name:
	

	
	

	Witness Signature:
	

	Date:
	


THANK YOU!
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